
Preparing to Take an AP Course

What parents and students need to know!



What does it mean 
to take an AP 

course?

AP (Advanced Placement) Courses are high school 
courses that provide students with a more rigorous 
curriculum, in-depth study of content, and an 
opportunity to earn college credit by taking an AP 
Exam in May.

Students enrolled in an AP course typically have to 
complete work in the summer before entering the 
class in the fall.  During the school year, students will 
be expected to collaboratively work with their peers, 
as well as work well individually.  Students should 
expect more homework in an AP class, and much 
more independent learning.  

AP teachers prepare students for the AP Exam, given 
in May.  Students enrolled in an AP course will have 
the option to take this test.



Should students 
take an AP class?

Students should consider taking an AP 
course if:

● They are a highly motivated 
learner.

● They enjoy being challenged in 
class.

● They are prepared to do work over 
the summer to prepare for their AP 
class.

● They have good reading, writing 
and studying skills.



What is the benefit 
of taking an AP 

course?

Students who choose to enroll in an AP 
course are open opportunities to 
themselves such as:

● Earning college credit due to scores on 
the AP Exam.

● Saving money on courses completed 
by taking the AP Exam.

● Increasing college options.
● Increasing options for courses to take 

in college.
● Completing college level work in high 

school to prepare for the college 
experience.



Why shouldn’t a 
student take an AP 

class?

When deciding to take an AP class, 
students should weigh many different 
options.  Here are some reasons why 
students should not take an AP class:

● All of their friends are taking an AP 
course.

● They want a grade on a 5 point 
scale.

● They really like the teacher.



Avon High School 
offers 18 different 
AP Courses.  Click 
on the course on 
the right to learn 

more about it.

AP Studio Art AP Physics I

AP Computer Science Principles AP Chemistry

AP English Language & 
Composition AP U.S. History

AP English Literature & 
Composition AP Economics

AP Calculus AB AP European History

AP Calculus BC AP U.S. Government

AP Statistics AP Spanish

AP Music Theory AP French

AP Biology AP Computer Science A

AP Art History

Click here to 
go to the 

end of the 
slideshow.



AP Studio Art

Course Description

AP Studio Art is designed for seniors who have taken 

Introduction to Art, and at least two semesters of art courses 

including Painting and Drawing. Seniors will be required to 

submit one of two AP portfolios: 2-D Design or Drawing. This 

course follows the AP guidelines for portfolio preparation. 

Students will focus on three areas of development: quality 

(works that excel in concept, composition and execution), 

concentration (a series of works organized around a compelling 

visual concept), and breadth (works that demonstrate broad 

experience and accomplishment). A fee is required. A weighted 

grading scale will be applied.

Prerequisite & Recommendation
Successful Completion Of Introduction To Art And The 
Intermediate Art Courses: Drawing And Painting. If 
One (1) Of These Two (2) Intermediate Courses Has 
Not Been Taken, A Portfolio Demonstrating Skills And 
Abilities In This Area Must Be Submitted And 
Approved Through The Art Department.

Teacher Recommendation: Art Teacher

Summer Work

Yes

Link back 
to course 

list.



AP Computer Science Principles

Course Description
The AP Computer Science Principles course is designed to be equivalent to a first-semester 
introductory college computing course. In this course, students will develop computational 
thinking vital for success across all disciplines, such as using computational tools to analyze 
and study data and working with large data sets to analyze, visualize, and draw conclusions 
from trends. The course is unique in its focus on fostering student creativity. Students are 
encouraged to apply creative processes when developing computational artifacts and to think 
creatively while using computer software and other technology to explore questions that 
interest them. They will also develop effective communication and collaboration skills, 
working individually and collaboratively to solve problems, and discussing and writing about 
the importance of these problems and the impacts to their community, society, and the world. 
The following are the major areas of study, or big ideas which are foundational to studying 
computer science: Creativity, Abstraction, Data and Information, Algorithms, Programming, 
The Internet, Global Impact. Assessment for the course comprises two parts: the end-of-course 
AP Exam and the through-course AP assessment (two performance tasks). This course meets 
NCAA eligibility requirements.

Prerequisite & 
Recommendation

Prerequisite:  B Or Higher In 
Algebra I Or The Equivalent, 9 Th 
Graders By Teacher 
Recommendation

Teacher Recommendation: Math 
Teacher

Summer Work

None

Link back 
to course 

list.



AP English Literature

Course Description
This course is designed for the committed English 
student who has a considerable aptitude for 
detailed textual analysis. A mastery of skills in this 
course is the determining factor in the final grade. 
The course will emphasize in-depth study of major 
American and British authors and their works. 
Students will focus on the development of ideas 
through literature’s various forms. Students will 
analyze and evaluate the literature through their 
writing. The course will prepare students for the 
AP exam in English Literature and Composition 
administered in the spring. Students must have 
completed all of the prerequisites listed above in 
order to join the course. This course meets NCAA 
eligibility requirements. A weighted grading scale 
will be applied.

Prerequisite & Recommendation
Prerequisite: Ap Language And Composition (Unless By Special 
Arrangement); Teacher Recommendation; Graded Summer Work / Reading 
Required; AP Style Reading Comprehension Pre-test Required. Students Will 
Be Required To Purchase One Or Two Novels And/Or Plays.
Teacher Recommendation
ELA teacher. Teachers should base recommendation in consideration of 
student's aptitude (data from performance on AP-style reading 
comprehension test) and student's performance in AP Language (LA 11 if 
ability and effort suggest placement would be appropriate).

Summer Work
● Read The Catcher in the Rye and one additional AP-worthy text.
● Complete and correct a full AP practice exam (multiple choice and two 

essays over the poetry and prose prompts).

Link back 
to course 

list.



AP English Language

Course Description
Students will engage in an extensive study of major 
nonfiction writers. Students will analyze through 
reading and writing the following rhetorical 
techniques: narration, process, comparison, argument, 
and research. A mastery of skills in this course is the 
determining factor in the final grade. The course is 
designed to prepare students for the AP English 
Language and Composition exam administered in the 
spring. Students must have completed all of the 
prerequisites listed above in order to join the course. 
This course meets NCAA eligibility requirements. A 
weighted grading scale will be used.

Prerequisite & Recommendation
Prerequisite:  Language Arts 10 Honors; Teacher Recommendation; 
Graded Summer Work/Reading Required; Ap Style Reading 
Comprehension Pre-test Required. Purchase Of The Norton Reader 
Required.

Teacher Recommendation
Honors 10 teacher or regular 10 teacher when appropriate. 

Summer Work
● Read On Writing The College Application Essay by Harry Bauld
● Complete an entire AP Language and Composition exam. This 

includes 55 reading comprehension questions and three essays. 
● Commit to memory 180 vocabulary words. 

Link back 
to course 

list.



AP Calculus AB

Course Description

The purpose of this course is to prepare students for the Calculus AB 
examination. To adequately prepare students, most of the year will be 
devoted to the topics in differential and integral calculus described in the 
College Board Calculus Course Description. An AP course in calculus is 
comparable to calculus courses in colleges and universities. It is strongly 
recommended that students in AP Calculus take the AP exam. A graphing 
calculator is required for this course. This course meets NCAA eligibility 
requirements. A weighted grading scale will be applied.

Prerequisite & Recommendation

Prerequisite:  B Or Better In Pre-calculus Honors Or 
By Teacher Recommendation

Summer Work

Link back 
to course 

list.



AP Calculus BC

Course Description
The purpose of this course is to prepare students for the Calculus BC 
examination. AP Calculus BC is roughly equivalent to both first and second 
semester college courses and extends the content learned in Calculus AB to 
different types of equations and introduces the topic of sequences and 
series. It is strongly recommended that students in AP Calculus take the AP 
exam. Please see the College Board AP Calculus BC Course Description for 
more information. A graphing calculator is required for this course. This 
course meets NCAA eligibility requirements. A weighted grading scale will 
be applied.

Prerequisite & Recommendation
Prerequisite:  B Or Better In Ap Calculus Ab Or By 
Teacher Recommendation

Summer Work

Link back 
to course 

list.



AP Statistics

Course Description
This course will follow the AP Statistics course of study and is comparable 
to statistics courses in colleges and universities. The course follows four 
conceptual themes which include Exploring Data, Planning a Study, 
Anticipating Patterns in Advance, and Statistical Inference. Students in AP 
Statistics will have the opportunity to take the AP exam for college credit. A 
graphing calculator is required for this course. This course meets NCAA 
eligibility requirements. A weighted grading scale will be applied.

Prerequisite & Recommendation
Prerequisite:  Completion Of Algebra II Or Algebra II 
Honors With Teacher Recommendation

Summer Work

Link back 
to course 

list.



AP Music Theory

Course Description
This course will be geared toward students who demonstrate outstanding 
skill as musicians, and while the course is strongly recommended for all 
students who plan to either major or minor in music after high school, all 
students who meet the prerequisites may enroll. The ultimate goal of the 
course is to develop the student’s ability to recognize, understand and 
describe the basic materials and processes of music that are heard or 
presented in a musical score. This course will begin with a review of all 
basic fundamentals of notation, harmony, and solfege, followed by 
integrated approaches to the student’s development of aural skills, 
sight-singing skills, written skills, compositional skills and analytical skills. 
A fee is required. A weighted grading scale will be applied.

Prerequisite & Recommendation
Prerequisite:  At Least 1 Year In A High School 
Performing Ensemble (Band, Orchestra Or Choir) Or 
Permission From Instructor. Graded Summer Work 
Required

Teacher Recommendation: Band, Orchestra, or 
Choir teacher

Summer Work

All 15 major scales must be memorized.

Link back 
to course 

list.



AP Biology

Course Description
AP Biology is a rigorous college freshman level course that is designed to 
allow the student to receive college credit by passing the standardized AP 
exam given in May. The national Advanced Placement Program guidelines 
are strictly adhered to. It is strongly recommended that students in AP 
Biology take the AP exam. Independent study outside of class, including 
summer assignments, is necessary to be able to complete all of the 
required conceptual and laboratory material during the year. College level 
texts and labs are used with lab reports being required. A lab fee is 
required. This course meets NCAA eligibility requirements. A weighted 
grading scale will be applied.

Prerequisite & Recommendation

An A Average In Biology Honors And Currently 
Enrolled In Or Have Taken Chemistry Honors And 
Teacher Recommendation; Graded Summer Work 
Required
Teacher Recommendation: Honors Biology teacher 
preferably, but regular biology teacher attesting to the 
fact that they have a strong work ethic and 
understanding of the fundamental biological concepts, 
is acceptable.

Summer Work

Yes

Link back 
to course 

list.



AP Physics I

Course Description
This is an Advanced Placement laboratory course which is 
equivalent to the first semester a typical introductory, 
algebra-based, college physics course. The course is 
designed to prepare students to take the Physics I advanced 
placement examination and qualify for college credit. This 
course covers Newtonian mechanics (including rotational 
dynamics and angular momentum); work, energy, and 
power; mechanical waves and sound. It also introduces 
electric circuits. Scientific calculators are required. A lab fee 
is required. Graded summer work will be required. This 
course meets NCAA eligibility requirements. A weighted 
grading scale will be applied.

Prerequisite & Recommendation
Prerequisite:  An A Average In Geometry Honors, And / Or 
Concurrently Enrolled In Algebra Ii; Graded Summer Work / 
Reading Required.

Teacher Recommendation: AP Physics teacher following a 
discussion with the student or the honors chemistry teacher. If 
regular chem students are interested, chem teacher should 
encourage them to seek out AP Physics teacher to discuss their 
interest in course.

Summer Work

Summer work packet and reading over chapters 1 and 2 in textbook 
with textbook questions.

Link back 
to course 

list.



AP Chemistry

Course Description
AP Chemistry is a rigorous college freshman level course that is designed 
to allow the student to receive college credit by passing the standardized 
AP exam given in May. The National Advanced Placement Program 
guidelines are strictly adhered to. It is strongly recommended that 
students in AP Chemistry take the AP exam. AP Chemistry will consist of a 
more in-depth study of the concepts learned in first-year chemistry as well 
as many advanced topics not covered in regular chemistry (i.e. 
thermodynamics, kinetics, equilibrium, electrochemistry, and organic 
chemistry). Students are required to purchase a scientific calculator. Lab 
notebook and lab fee are required. Graded summer work is also required. 
This course meets NCAA eligibility requirements. A weighted grading scale 
will be applied.

Prerequisite & Recommendation
Prerequisite:  An A Average In Both Chemistry 
Honors & Algebra Ii; Graded Summer Work Required

Teacher Recommendation: Honors Chemistry 
teacher preferably, but regular chem teacher attesting 
to the fact that they have the math skills, interest in 
chem, and work ethic is acceptable.

Summer Work

Notes, problems in the book, and quizzes on the first 
three chapters.

Link back 
to course 

list.



AP U.S. History

Course Description
The AP program in United States History is designed to provide students with the 
analytic skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and 
materials in United States history. The program prepares students for intermediate and 
advanced college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those made by 
full-year introductory college courses. Students should learn to assess historical 
materials – their relevance to a given interpretive problem, their reliability, and their 
importance – and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical 
scholarship. The AP United States History course will develop the skills necessary to 
arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed judgment and to present reasons and 
evidence clearly and persuasively in essay format. Students will be expected to complete 
weekly writing samples of historical research or interpretation.  Summer reading will be 
distributed to each student enrolled in the course and it is expected that students will 
read the selections before the school year 2 begins. Home internet access is extremely 
encouraged. In May, students will have the opportunity to take the AP exam to qualify 
for college credit. This course meets NCAA eligibility requirements. A weighted grading 
scale will be applied.

Prerequisite & Recommendation
Prerequisite:  B+ Or Higher In Modern 
World History Honors And English 
Classes. Recommended Enrollment In 
Language Arts 10 Honors; Graded 
Summer Work/Reading Required. 
Teacher Recommendation: 

Summer Work

Yes

Link back 
to course 

list.



AP Economics

Course Description
The study of AP Economics will give students a thorough understanding of the 
principles of economics that apply to the functions of micro and macroeconomics.  AP 
Microeconomics is an introductory college-level course that focuses on individual 
decision makers, both consumers and producers, within the economic system.  It 
places primary emphasis on the nature and functions of product markets and includes 
the study of factor markets and of the role of government in promoting greater 
efficiency and equity in the economy.  AP Macroeconomics is an introductory 
college-level course that focuses on an economic system as a whole.  The course places 
particular emphasis on the study of national income and price-level determination; it 
also develops students' familiarity with economic performance measures, the financial 
sector, stabilization policies, economic growth, and international economics.  A graded 
summer assignment will be assigned and assessed.  In May, students will have the 
opportunity to take the AP exam to qualify for college credit.  A nominal fee may be 
assessed for a workbook, magazine or paperback.  This course meets NCAA eligibility 
requirements.  A weighted grading scale will be applied.

Prerequisite & Recommendation
Prerequisite:  Recommended Previous 
Enrollment In Another Ap Course; 
Required B
Average In Algebra II; Graded Summer 
Work / Reading Required
Teacher Recommendation: Previous AP 
Teacher or sophomore Social Studies 
teacher who can attest to their academic 
ability or Mathematics Teacher with A or 
B average in Algebra II.

Summer Work

Yes

Link back 
to course 

list.



AP European History

Course Description
The study of European history since 1450 introduces students to cultural, economic, 
political, and social developments that played a fundamental role in shaping the world in 
which they live. Without this knowledge, we would lack the context for understanding the 
development of contemporary institutions, the role of continuity and change in 
present-day society and politics, and the evolution of current forms of artistic expression 
and intellectual discourse. In addition to providing a basic narrative of events and 
movements, the goals of the AP program in European History are to develop (a) an 
understanding of some of the principal themes in modern European History, (b) an ability 
to analyze historical evidence and historical interpretation, and (c) an ability to express 
historical understanding in writing. Students will be expected to complete weekly writing 
samples of historical research or interpretation. A summer reading list will be distributed 
to each student enrolled in the course, and it is expected that students will read the 
selections before the school year begins. In May, students will have the opportunity to take 
the AP exam to qualify for college credit. This course meets NCAA eligibility requirements. 
A weighted grading scale will be applied.

Prerequisite & 
Recommendation

Prerequisite:  Ap Us History. 
Recommended Enrollment In Ap 
English Literature; Graded Summer 
Work / Reading Required

Teacher Recommendation: 

Summer Work

Yes

Link back 
to course 

list.



AP U.S. Government

Course Description
This year-long course is designed for highly motivated seniors ready to take on a 
college level course. Students enrolled in this course will be introduced and engaged 
in the American Government system. This study of government will begin with the 
history and foundations of the United States Government and end with active 
participation. Students will be expected to complete a three-part assignment the 
summer before taking the course. Students can expect to spend time each night 
reading the textbook. Students can expect to be involved in class projects, group 
discussion and several activities throughout the year. Throughout the course, 
students will complete a variety of research assignments, including written work. 
Students will take a vocabulary quiz and chapter quiz for each of the 18 chapters. 
Students will also take multiple-choice and free response question exams for all six 
units. The multiple choice and FRQ exams are modeled after the AP exam. Most 
importantly, students will leave this class aware of their role as a citizen of the United 
States participating in democracy. In May, students will have the opportunity to take 
the AP exam to qualify for college credit. This course meets NCAA eligibility 
requirements. A weighted grading scale will be applied.

Prerequisite:  Recommended enrollment 
in previous AP course.

Teacher Recommendation
Junior year teacher who can speak to the 
student's academic ability and intrigue.

Summer Work
Three Assignments to be turned in the first 
day of class.

● United States Constitution Study 
Guide

● Supreme Court Cases Briefs
● Summary of Important Acts of 

Congress

Link back 
to course 

list.



AP Spanish

Course Description
Students in this college-level course have completed Spanish IV or Spanish 
IV Honors and wish to acquire the proficiency necessary to understand 
native speakers at a natural pace in formal and informal contexts. An 
awareness of the various cultures of the Spanish-speaking world is 
emphasized and will be engaged in 6 integrated thematic contexts (Global 
Challenges, Contemporary Life, Beauty and Aesthetics, Science and 
Technology, Families and Communities, Personal and Public Identities). 
The course is designed to develop an adequate vocabulary for a more 
thorough understanding of current events articles, literature and other 
non-technical writings. Students are required to exclusively speak the 
language with the instructor and classmates. Students work to express 
themselves by narration, description, inquiry and persuasion, orally and in 
writing. Students are encouraged to take the corresponding AP exam. This 
course meets NCAA eligibility requirements. A fee is required.

Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation, Final Grade 
Of “B” Or Above For The Previous Year In Spanish IV 
Or Spanish IV Honors

Teacher Recommendation: 

Summer Work

Link back 
to course 

list.



AP French

Course Description
This AP course is offered to students who have successfully completed French IV or French IV 
Honors. AP French Language and Culture is comparable in content and difficulty to a third-year 
college level course in French Composition and Conversation. This course is designed for those who 
wish to pursue college-level studies in French in preparation for the Advanced Placement French 
Language and Culture exam and for advanced language study. The AP French Language and Culture 
course continues to engage students in an exploration of cultural products, practices and 
perspectives of the French-speaking world based on six broad themes: Global Challenges, Science 
and Technology, Contemporary Life, Personal and Public Identities, Families and Communities, and 
Beauty and Aesthetics. Areas of investigation may include but are not limited to: environmental 
issues, discoveries and inventions, education, professions, alienation and assimilation, family 
structures, and ideals of beauty. Course work provides students with opportunities to demonstrate 
their proficiency in the three modes of communication: Interpretive, Interpersonal, and 
Presentational. Students are required to purchase workbook and novel. Students are encouraged to 
take the corresponding AP exam. This course meets NCAA eligibility requirements. A fee is 
required.

Prerequisite:  Teacher 
Recommendation, Final Grade 
Of “B” Or Above For The 
Previous Year In French Iv Or 
French Iv Honors 

Teacher Recommendation: 
From Mme Baeder

Summer Work

Link back 
to course 

list.



AP Computer Science A

Course Description Prerequisite & Recommendation

Summer Work

Link back 
to course 

list.



AP Art History

Course Description Prerequisite & Recommendation

Summer Work

Link back 
to course 

list.



Looking for more 
information about 

taking an AP 
Course?

If you’re interested in learning more 
about Advanced Placement, we 

recommend that you visit the College 
Board’s AP website:

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org

